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The BODHI International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and
Science (E-ISSN: 2456-5571) is online, peer reviewed, Refereed and
Quarterly Journal, which is powered & published by Center for Resource,
Research and Publication Services, (CRRPS) India. It is committed to bring
together academicians, research scholars and students from all over the
world who work professionally to upgrade status of academic career and
society by their ideas and aims to promote interdisciplinary studies in the
fields of humanities, arts and science.

The journal welcomes publications of quality papers on research in
humanities, arts, science. agriculture, anthropology, education, geography,
advertising, botany, business studies, chemistry, commerce, computer
science, communication studies, criminology, cross cultural studies,
demography, development studies, geography, library science,
methodology, management studies, earth sciences, economics, bioscience,
entrepreneurship, fisheries, history, information science & technology, law,
life sciences, logistics and performing arts (music, theatre & dance),
religious studies, visual arts, women studies, physics, fine art, microbiology,
physical education, public administration, philosophy, political sciences,
psychology, population studies, social science, sociology, social welfare,
linguistics, literature and so on.

Research should be at the core and must be instrumental in generating a
major interface with the academic world. It must provide a new theoretical
frame work that enable reassessment and refinement of current practices
and thinking. This may result in a fundamental discovery and an extension
of the knowledge acquired. Research is meant to establish or confirm facts,
reaffirm the results of previous works, solve new or existing problems,
support theorems; or develop new theorems. It empowers the faculty and
students for an in-depth approach in research. It has the potential to
enhance the consultancy capabilities of the researcher. In short, conceptually
and thematically an active attempt to provide these types of common
platforms on educational reformations through research has become the
main objective of this Journal.
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Marudhu Brothers — Valiant Brothers in South Indian Rebellion

Dr. S. Shanthi
Teaching Assistant, Department of History
Alagappa University, Karaikudi

Abstract

The Sivagangai Seemai is historically an important territory in Tamil Nadu. The Kingdom of Ramnathapuram comprised
of the territories of Ramnathapuram, Sivagangai and Pudukottai of today. Sivagangai region was ruled by brave and
valourleaders like, SasivarnaThevar, Raja Muthu Vaduganatha Peria Oodayar Thevar, Rani Velu Nachiar and Maruthu
Brothers. He Maruthu brothers ruled the Sivaganga district towards the end of 17th century. Maruthu Brothers formed a
This rebel organization released Oomathurai from prison. Due to this
incident, British Government got infuriated against Marudhu Brothers. On 16th June 1801, Maruthu Brothers announced
a proclamation called as “JambuDeepa Proclamation”. In this proclamation, he invited all people 10 join with one group
irrespective of their caste and religion, with war against the British forces

Keywords: Maruthu, Oomathurai, Jambu Deepa, British forces

rebel organization known as “Veer Sangam”.

Introduction in the service and assumed as commander in

Sivaganga district was within the composite district
of Ramanathapuram until 1984. This district was
initially named as Pasumpon Muthuramalinga
Thevar district with Sivaganga as its headquarters.
The Sivagangai seemai is historically an important
territory. The Kingdom of Ramnathapuram
comprised of the territories of Ramnathapuram,
Sivagangai and Pudukottai of today. Sivagangai
region was ruled by brave and velour leaders like,
Sasivarna Thevar, Raja Muthu Vaduganatha Peria
Oodayar Thevar, Rani Velu Nachiar and Maruthu
Brothers.

Early Life

Marudhu Brothers were born in Narikudi Mukkulam
village eight miles distance from a tiny village of
Aruppukottai Taluk in Ramanathapuram district.
Peria Marudhu was born in 1748 and after five years
in 1753 Chinna Marudhu was born. The residence
had the traditional name “Muthu Karuppan Servai
villa”. 2 Peria Marudhu was fair in colour and so he
was otherwise called as Vellai Marudhu.Younger
Marudhu was shorter than Peria Marudhu and hence
Younger Marudhu was called Chinna Marudhu. The
family with Mokka Palaniappan Servaikarar joined

Ramanathapuram which was ruled by Sella Muthu
Sethupathy (1749-1762). As he is in the service of
Governments Mokka Palaniappan arranged his sons
to have warfront training in like soldiers. Hence after
Marudhu Brothers have been well trained in Warfield
exercises. At present this training centre at situated
Surankottai in Ramanathapuram and training is being
conducted in the centre3

“Marudhu Pandiars” Peria Marudhu was called
as wild king as he had very kick in hunting wild
animal’s like tiger. Those who dared and achieved in
adventures would be called Pandian during their
period. So they were called as “Marudhu Pandiars”
as they had the above qualities. Chinna Marudhu had
some special characters. He could understand the
weakness of foe —and used those weaknesses for his
own benefit. He thought it was correct thing, then he
accomplished it. Every deeds of Chinna Marudhu
made the British as fearful. His foes thought the
people were disagreed and they got fear when they
saw his activities. Ramanathapuram forts

Under the in-charge of Colonel Martins was
attacked by Chinna Marudhu’s brave deeds and he
became his friend. Colonel Wesley learnt to handle
well, Valari Sword as Tamils war weapon. It was
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mentioned in his diary. “When they were young they
entered to the place without knowing its importance
and they touched those weapons and return home and
play with kitchen utensils as inbattle”.4They could
attack and kill even running rabbits and English
Kumbini army commander in his service period
James Wields wrote in the book “My Military
Reminiscences” that Chinna Marudhu had given him
well training in Boomerang weapon handling.
Boomerang weapon was used as well as in hunting
and also in war field. The weapon had middle power
that would return again to the user after attacking
opponent or wild animal. Marudhu Brothers got well
trained in Boomerang attack in war front and
poaching wild animals. Marudhu Pandiars had
executed and rendered divine services to many
temple

Sivaganga Administration

The King MuthuVadukanather ruled Sivagangai
Seemai. Velu Nachiyar was his spouse. Marudhu
Brothers joined in the kingdom with the excellent
and splendor services they had been elevated as
commander of armies quickly. 5 Marudhu Brothers
looked after all government activities during the
Queen Velu Nachiyars period. They fought
aggressively and bravely with English Army. 6
Marudhu Brothers were the sons of Sivagangai
District. In 1801 B.C the brother renders shelter for
Oomathurai, brother of Veerapandia Kattabomman
and so for that course English army got fury and
organized war with Marudhu Brothers continuously.
But they obtained great mass influence from the
people. The story of Marudu Brothers from 1795-
1801, captured the pulse of the every human struggle
from freedom and belonging in pre-Independent
India. He organized a league of patriots from
Sivaganga, Ramnad, Madurai and Tirunelveli by
sending emissaries with the message of rebellion.7

Remit the Tax
They denied remitting tax for Arcot Nawab and

Nawab made complaints against Marudhu Brothers.
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It was sent to East India Company of English as
Marudhu Brothers denied to remit the tax. In 1783
Karnal Bullarton invaded Sivagangai with the
support of Pudukottai Thondaiman Marudhu
Brothers wanted to avert the war and remitted Rs.
40,000 as tax. In 1801 Oomathurai escaped from
Palayamkottai jail with the assistance of revolts and
they arrived Sivagangai Seemai. 8 Marudhu Brothers
favored them. Marudhu Brothers captured Kamuthi
castle during the war period. Hence Marudhu
Brothers got enmity with English Army as there was
great loss and damage including the death of Major
Graham.

1801 War

Marudhu Brothers splendor services were propagated
during the war between Mana Madurai and Parthiban
in 10th July 1801. On 30th July 1801 the war
occurred in Sivagangai led by Karnal Agrid.
Marudhu Brothers retrenched back and the English
army captured Siruvayal. English Army made
arrangements to capture Kalaiyar Koil. Ruining the
forests in them idle and laid roads made in advance.
The road leads to Kalaiyar Koil. On August 19th
1801 Marudhu Brothers army picketed an English
army. A secret underground road which leads to
Kalaiyar Koil was destroyed by a disloyalty man and
hence Kalaiyar koil was captured on 1stOctober
1801 Kumbini army captured Kalaiyarkoil. 9So
many Palayakkars made counter resistance against
English army and participated in the battles. But
Marudhu  Brothers had peculiar stem war
promulgation. Before the war they declared and
formed organization and they conducted war against
Englishman.

War Declaration

The  declaration was  “Jamputh  Deepeba”
promulgation a testimony for their bravery. The
promulgation is given to the public and it was
remarkable one. Marudhu Brothers invited in our
nation to fight against Nawab and British.
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Once Englishmen were astonished while hearing
the name of Marudhu Brothers. Marudhu Brothers
started their life mourning going in the service of
Sivagangai palace and became day by day elevated
as confidential servants to the king and also they had
been appointed as prime relevant servants.

English men wrote a threatening letter addressed
to Marudhu Brothers “Declaration of sentence to
death” for Servaikarars who were taken under the
custody of Englishmen. They organised slaughter
office for hanging in the western side of Thirupattur
castle and trees for hanging were ready. At this time
Marudhu Brothers were sharing the responsibilities
Sivagangai Queen Administration.

There is a peculiar place for Marudhu Brothers
because they dedicated their whole lifetimes and
their lives for struggling against Englishmen to attain
freedom for our nation. Marudhu Brothers alias
Marudhu Pandiars are remarkable personalities in
freedom struggle who fought against Englishmen.
From the year 1785 to 1801 holding and handling the
weapons of Marudhu Brothers struggled to fight
against Englishmen in Tamil Nadu.

Attack on British

English army attacked Marudhu brothers in the
midnight. They would not surrender into the hands of
British and escaped to the forest. British government
informed that to pay 4000/- Rots the person who
would capture the brothers. However nobody
betrayed them. Once they saw the three persons
passing in the woods, and they attacked them. Peria
Marudhu got injured in the leg and other two men
lifted him.

Marudhu Brothers who were living in forest was
attacked and arrested them in to the custody of
English army. At that time British captured and
imprisoned in Thirupathur fort. Then they were
hanged to death. Their bodies were divided in
Thirupathur and their heads alone were buried in
front of Kalaiyar koil.
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Hang to Death

Oomathurai was taken to Panchalamkurichi and
hanged. Relatives of Marudhu brothers, friends were
taken to the prison and given punishments. After the
war Marudhu Brothers were arrested by English
Army. On 25th October 1801 Chinna Marudhu was
hanged and Peria Marudhu was hanged to death on
27th October 1801 and attained martyrdom.

Tirupattur

The Marudu brothers were hanged to death on a
tamarind tree at Tirupattur near the bus stand. They
came out of their hideouts from the nearby
Singampunari jungles to protect the Kalayarkoil
Temple tower which they had constructed. The
British threatened to blast the tower if they do not
surrender. On the last wish of the elder Marudu, his
head was laid in samadhi towards Kalayarkoil
Temple. Thiruthalinadhar Temple of Tirupattur is
consecrated by the Thevaram hymns of 7th century
indicating the age of this town.

Their mortal remains were laid to rest in front of
the Kalayarkoil Temple. Sivaganga Devasthanam
gave a permission to build memorial building.
Mamannar Marudu Pandiyar Manimandapam was
built on 10th October, 2006. In this memorial, Guru
Puja was celebrated every year for Maruthu Pandiyar
brothers, marking the 24" death anniversary of the
freedom fighters, passed off peacefully as hundreds
of people from the district and neighboring districts
paid homage at their memorial place even as the
district police threw a massive security.

Hon’ble Former Tamil Nadu, Chief Minister late
J.Jeyalalitha announced to build a memorial pillar on
24th October 1994. Many politicians visited the
pillar of Marudhu brothers near bus stand at
Tirupattur, and paid floral tributes.16

The Indian Post is proud of the brave hearts of
Marudu Brothers who ruled Sivaganga. As the
country celebrated 217 years of anniversary freedom
struggle against British for their freedom. So, the
Indian post released 500 paisa stamp in 24™ october
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2004, and issued a stamp picture in memory of
Marudu Brothers.17

Conclusion

After the death of Marudhu Brothers, Sivaganga
came under the control of British Government. In
1801 British introduced Gowry Vallbhaas a
Zamindar in Sivaganga. He was the first Zamindar of
Sivaganga under the control of British.

References
1. District Census Handbook, Sivagana, Tamil
Nadu, 2011, p.7.

January 2025 E-ISSN: 2456-5571

2. Saravanan, P., Indithi yasuthanthira poratta
veerarkal, Kumaran Publications, Chennai,
p.145

3. Bala Subramaniyan, Indiyaveduthalai

Suthanthira Poraligal, Azli Nilla Publications,
Chennai, 2012, pp.26-27

4. Jegatha. Ulazha Veduthalai Pooralikalin Seerai
Kurioougal, Chennai, 2006, P.78.

5. Bala Subhramaniyan, Indiya Veduthalai
Suthanthira Pooraligal, Chennai, 2012, p.32.

6. Madras Council Military Consultations 1801,
p.4603.

7. Sivabharathi, Suthanthira Poril
Thalaivargal, Chennai, 2013, p.19

Thanizhaga

229 |

Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science



January 2025 E-ISSN: 2456-5571

Migration at Kumaravadi-A Study

Abstract

Dr. R. Kabesh

Assistant Professor, Department of History
Cardamom Planters’ Association College
Bodinayakanur, Theni

Human migration involving physical, social and economic implications has been distinctly influencing the place of origin
and the place of destination from the very beginning of human civilization. Migration is entirely determined by the wishes
of the person involved, Migratory movements are aproduct of the social, cultural, economic and political circumstances.
Migration can also be local, as people from village migrate to cities, usually happen in a developing country, which is
gradually industrializing itself. The study on impact of migration on agriculture at kumaravadi, through the study of
combination of historical, analyticial and empirical method. The respondents were interviewed in utmost care and
secondarfy sources were also used. Kumaravadi is located at Vayavur firka, Madurantakam taluk, Kanchipuram districtis
a half hour journey from Chengalpattu, on the route to Uttaramerur. Migration Has Significant Impacts On Agriculture,
Both Positive And Negative. Policies Aimed At Mitigating The Negative Impacts And Maximizing The Positive Impacts .

Human migration involving physical, social and
economic  implications has been distinctly
influencing the place of origin and the place of
destination from the very beginning of human
civilization. Migration is entirely determined by the
wishes of the person involved, Migratory movements
are a product of the social, cultural, economic and
political circumstances they belong. Migration is a
multifaceted and complex global issue touched
every country in the world. All soverign nations of
the world is now either points of origin, transist or
destination for migrants. UN estimates a 185-190
million migrants in 2005.

Migration can also be local, as people from
village migrate to cities, usually happen in a
developing  country,  which is  gradually
industrializing itself. The rural males and females of
tamil nadu in 1991 is 18.5 & 18.1 million people
respectively and during 2002 was 175 & 17.1
Million people respectively. The data shows that
irrespective of population growth, there was a
declining trend among rural males and females.
Migration had a strong coorelation between the per
capita productivity productivity of land and
migration of labourers in employment situation.As

the uncertainity of agricultural production due to
natural calamities, limited irrigation, low level of
technology were the reasons of migration from rural
to rban areas.

To examine the impact of migration on
agriculture at kumaravadi, through the study of
combination of historical, analyticial and empirical
method. The respondents were interviewed in utmost
care and secondary sources were also used.

Kumaravadi was located at Vayavur firka,
Madurantakam taluk, Kanchipuram districtis a half
hour journey from Chengalpattu, on the route to
Uttaramerur. On the basis of Oral sources there were
different interpretations the Origin of the village
name. A saint named kumarar sang a song in the
abiyammal temple (1200 years o;d) in the village.
Moreover during the pallavas reign, the village was
the biggest unit after kanchipuram, kumarars (Ruling
princess) Ruled it.

As every village in India in kumaravadi also
agriculture is the main occupation most of them
depend for their livelihood. animal husbandry also
praticesd, some of them went to work in industries
nearby, paddy, Ground nut, maize and horticultural
crope were cultivated. The concentration in the field
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of agriculture was evident from the fact that 65.22
percent main workers are engaged in agriculture and
allied activities and 35.62 percent of the geographical
area only under cultivation The availability of
cultivated land per head of the agricultural
production is 0.40 hectares against the 0/50 hectare
of state average. The total land belong to the village
was 339.5 hectares and total land cultivated in 2007
was only 38.45.5 hectares.

As the wages of the agricultural labour was less,
wages of women were less than men, seasonal
employment, hard labour makes to migrate from
rural to urban. Out of 550 acres (approx) Of Land
nearly 350 acres of land owned by a single person,
was doing business at Chennai and he was cultivated
horticultural crops like sapata which he leased to
aperson to look aftermath. As the people of this
village sold to him because of the lack of agricultural
labourers and none of them have more than 5 acres.

Migrants Send remittances Back To Their
Families In Rural Areas, Which Can Increase
Household Income And Investment In Agriculture.
Returning Migrants Can Bring New Skills,
Technologies, And Farming Practices To Their
Communities. Migration Can Help Alleviate Labor
Shortages During Peak Seasons. Temporary
Migration Can Provide A Flexible Labor Supply.

Migration Can Lead To A Decline In The Rural
Labor Force, Reducing Agricultural Productivity
And Output. This Can Be Particularly Problematic
During Peak Seasons, Leading To Reduced Harvests
And Lower Incomes. The Loss Of Skilled And
Educated Workers Can Hinder Innovation And
Modernization In Agriculture. This Can Lead To
Reduced Productivity, Lower Adoption Rates Of
New Technologies, And Decreased Competitiveness.
Moreover, Migration Can Lead To The
Abandonment Of Agricultural Land, Reducing Food
Production ~ And Increasing  Environmental
Degradation.

Migration may be bliss for the people, had
shifted from agricultural jobs to other jobs, because
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to increase their status and for economic benefits.
But it was ablight for their farmers who sold their
lands because of the lack of agricultural laourers as it
affected the agricultural productions and growth of
the country

Migration Has Significant Impacts On
Agriculture, Both Positive And Negative. Policies
Aimed At Mitigating The Negative Impacts And
Maximizing The Positive Impacts Are Crucial. These
Can Include Initiatives To Promote Remittances And
Financial Inclusion, Encourage Skills Transfer And
Knowledge Sharing, Address Labor Shortages
Through Temporary Migration Programs, Support
Rural Development And Agricultural Modernization,
Address Brain Drain And Promote Innovation. By
Understanding The Complex Relationships Between
Migration And Agriculture, Policymakers Can
Develop Targeted Strategies To Support Rural
Development, Improve Agricultural Productivity,
And Promote Sustainable Food Systems.
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Abstract

Chola dynasty was a Tamil dynasty originating from southern India. It ruled over an expansive maritime empire. The
earliest references to the Cholas are from inscriptions dated to the 3™ century B.C during the reign of Asoka of the Maurya
Empire. The Chola Empire was at its greatest and attained imperialism under the Medieval Cholas in the mid-term of 9t
century A.D and the dynasty continued to govern over varying territories until the 13" century A.D. The hub of the Cholas
was the fertile valley of the Cauvery River. They ruled a significantly larger area at the height of their power between the
latter half of the 9t and 13™ centuries. They incorporated peninsular India, south of the Tungabhadra River, and held the
territory as one country for three centuries between 907 and 1215 A.D Under Rajaraja | and his successors Rajendra I,
Rajadhiraja I, Rajendra Il, Virarajendra, and Kulothunga Chola I, the empire became a military, economic and cultural
powerhouse in South Asia and Southeast Asia. Chola monarchs were ruled for more than one thousand years in South
India as well as South and South East Asia. Kings were absolute authority during the rule and as the Empire was massive
boundary. Resident administration was meaningfully highlighted at the same time Local administration of villages,
revenue, judiciary and others were methodical during their period. The resident administration was democratic and its
representatives were elected by small boys through pot manuscript system. It is perceived that, Chola administration has

become foundation for modern Democractical system.

Keywords: Chola Dynasty, South India, South East Asia, Resident Administration, Local Government

Introduction

The Chola dynasty was one of the lengthiest reigning
dynasties in the history of Tamilnadu as well as
India. The Asoka’s inscriptional sources of 3" C.B.C
mentioned about Tamil dynasty rulers. As one of the
three crowned rulers, the dynasty was persistent to
rule over variable territory until the 13" Century.
Lengthiest rule of Chola dynasty discloses its
popularity among the people of Tamil country as
well entire Southern India. In addition, the
administration of Chola rulers was finest and there
was all condition of progress like socio-economic
conditions in their reign. The hub of the Cholas was
the lush valley of the Cauvery River, but they ruled a
suggestively higher area at the elevation of their
power from the latter half of the 9™ Century and till
the commencement of the 13" Century. The entire
state comprises in the south of Thungabadra was
amalgamated and held as one state for a period of
two Centuries and added. Imperial Chola dynasty

became a height through the military, economic and
cultural power in South Asia, South East Asia under
Rajaraja Chola | and his successors Rajendra Chola
I, Rajadiraja, Virarajendra, Kulotunga Chola, The
supremacy of the new empire was stated to the
eastern world by the expedition to the Ganges under
the Rajendra Chola | and done by the occupation of
towns of the oceanic empire of Srivijaya, and
delegations in China.  The administration was
hierarchy based manner. Further the details of Chola
ruler’s administration at different stages are stated.

Administration of Cholas

The monarch was referred as Chakravartigal
(Emperor) and the lord of the three worlds called in
Tamil as Thiripuvanachakravarti. The crown prince
began to take part in active management from the
reign of Rajaraja | and the minor princes were
appointed as provincial governors. The monarch was
the head of the administration in the Chola’s reign
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and entire powers were focused in his custody. Such
as the monarch was the ultimate superior and a
generous dictator.

His share in the administration consisted of
issuing oral commands to responsible officers when
representations were made to him. Such orders were
recorded in great detail in the inscriptions, usually on
the walls of temples. A special type of official, names
Thirumanthiraolai Nayagam, who recorded the oral
orders immediately on palm leaf manuscripts were
responsible of the accurate records of them.

The form of the Chola government was
hereditary monarchy. The rule of primogeniture
generally prevailed. Usually the king appointed his
Yuvaraja (heir) during his reign. The Chola rulers
took high sounding titles as Gangaikonda
Cholapuram. The royal household likewise runs on
an elaborate scale. The royal priest (Rajaguru)
became the close confidant of the royal family. The
king had council of ministers to aid and assists him.
The king gave verbal orders (thiruvakya kelvi) which
were drafted by the private secretary and confirmed
by the Olainayamak (Chief Secretary) and a
Perundaram before its despatch by the Vaidyadhikari
(despatch Clerk). They habitually advised him on
important matters. An elaborate and complicated
bureaucracy ran the government.

There is no definite evidence of the existence of
a council to ministers or of other officers connected
to the central government, though the names of
individual ministers are found in the inscriptions. A
powerful bureaucracy assisted the king in the tasks of
administration and in executing his orders. Due to
the lack of a legislature or a legislative system in the
modern sense, the fairness of king’s orders dependent
on the goodness of the man and his belief in
Dharma- sense of fairness and justice. The ancient
society did not expect anything more than general
security form the government. Even matters of
disputes went to the officers of the court only as the
last resort.
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The Chola bureaucracy did not differ much from
its contemporaries. However, what distinguished it
was its highly organized nature. A careful balance
between central control and local independence was
maintained and non- interference in local
government was sacrosanct. There was a definite
hierarchy of the bureaucracy and the tenure of the
officials
Pleasure”. The officials held various titles such as
Marayan and Adigariga. Seniority between the same
cadres was indicated by qualifying title such as
Perundhanam and Sirundhanam. One of the
important such officers were the revenue officials
responsible for the receipts and expenditures of the
government. The officials tended to form a separate
class in society. Perundhanam were higher officials
while Sirundhanam were lower officials. Peruvalis
(trunk roads) helped to royal tours. The general
tendency was to make the officers hereditary. The
officials were paid by assignments of land called
jivitas according in their status.

The early Cholas had Urayur and Poompuhar as
their capitals. Urayur was still their capital during the
interregnum before their revival in the ninth century
Common Era. Vijayalaya Chola defeated the Pandya
feudatories Muttarayars and captured the city of
Thanjavur and the city maintained its position as the
main city during the reigns of the Chola emperors up
to Rajendra Chola I. he established the town of
Gangaikonda Cholapuram and made it his capital
commemorating his successful expedition to the
Ganges in 1023 A.D. This town situated south west
of the temple town of Chidambaram does not exist
anymore. It was extensively sacked and destroyed by
the Pandyas during the dying days of the Chola
Empire. However, the great Shiva temple Gangai
Konda Choleeswara still exists proclaiming the once
great city.

As stated by Nilakanta Sastri, every village was
a self-governing unit. A number of such villages
constituted a Korram or Nadu or Kottam in different
parts of the country. Inaiyur was a large village big

simply dependent on the “Crown’s
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enough to be a Kurram by itself. A number of
Kurrams constituted a Valanadu. Several Valanadu
made up one Mandalam, a province. At the height of
the Chola Empire there were eight or nine of these
provinces including Sri Lanka. These divisions and
names underwent constant changes throughout the
Chola period. An inscription of the eighth century
A.D.,, at Uttiramerur temple describes the
constitution of the local council, eligibility and
disqualifications for the candidates, the method of
selection, their duties and delimits their power. It
appears that the administration of a common village
or Ur was different from that of a village given to
Brahmins. A well-organized department of land
revenue, known as the puravu varitinaik katam was
in existence. Land revenue was collected in cash or
kind. Land was possessed by individuals and
communities. The state under Rajaraja demanded
1/3" of the gross produce. Kudimai or Kadamai was
the land revenue. There were taxes on profession,
mines, forests, saltpans and others. Kulottunga Chola
| abolished tolls and unpaid labour was frequently
employed.

The land tax constituted the single largest source
of income of the Chola state. It was generally
assessed at one-third of the produce. The village
assembly took land tax and local levies. Cattle
rearing were a subsidiary occupation. Trade with
foreign countries was an important feature of the
Cholas mercantile activities. The rulers built a
network of royal roads that were useful for trade as
well as for the movement of the army. There were
gigantic trade guilds that traded with Java and
Sumatra. South India exported textiles, spices, drugs,
jewels, ivory, horn, ebony and camphor to China.
Trade brought considerable prestige and affluence to
the Cholas. Kalanju was the currency prevalent in
the Chola Kingdom.

An extensive resurvey was done around 1089
A.D by the Chola king Kulottunga, recording the
extends of lands, their assessment, boundaries of
villages and the common rights inside the village,
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including the communal pastures. Revenue officials
were responsible for the tax collection. The Chola
government was very mindful of the need for the fair
and accurate collection of tax to run the state
machinery. The revenue records were not manuals of
extortion, but carefully maintained records of land
rights, based on complete enquired and accurate
surveys and were kept up-to-date by regular surveys.
The duties of revenue officials included many other
spheres of responsibilities. They also regulated
receipts and expenditures of temples. They were also
seen to purchase land on behalf of village
assemblies. They attested and certified important
documents drawn up by local government agencies
such as village councils. They were also shown to act
as magistrates. Further the army consisted of
infantry, cavalry and elephants which formed the
three limbs of the great army like moonrukai
magasenai. The Kaikolars were soldiers armed with
strong arms and the Sengundar were armed with
spears. The Velaikkarars were most dependable
troops in the royal service and were the body guards
of the monarch, who defended him with their lives
and were ready to immolate themselves on the king’s
funeral. Attention was given to the training of the
army and cantonments called kadagams or
padaiveedu existed. The Cholas paid special
attention to their navy.

The whole empire was divided into mandalams
or provinces. Sometimes princes of the royal family
were appointed governors of the provinces. Further
they were divided into divisions like valanadus,
Nadus and Kurrams (divisions, districts and villages)
was the basic units of administration. The villages
were mainly of three types. The first type constituted
of an inter-caste population where the land was held
by all classes of people and paid taxes to the king in
the form of land revenue. It was the most frequent
type. The second was the Brahmadeya or agrahara
villages which was granted to the Brahmins and was
entirely inhabited by them. They were exempted
from tax and were prosperous. The third type of
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village was the Devadana, which were villages
granted to god. The revenues from these villages
were donated to a temple. During Cholas the
Devadana type of villages gained more popularity as
the temples became the cores of life.

The Chola Navy comprised the naval forces of
the Chola Empire along with several other naval
arms of the country. The Chola navy played a vital
role in the expansion of the Chola Empire, including
the conquest of the Ceylon islands and naval raids on
Sri Vijaya, now call as Indonesia. The navy grew
both in size and status during the medieval Cholas
reign. The Chola admirals commanded much respect
and prestige in the society. The navy commanders
also acted as diplomats in some instances. Between
900 and 1100 A.D, the navy had grown from a small
backwater entity to that of a potent power projection
and diplomatic symbol in all of Asia, but was
gradually reduced in significance when the Cholas
fought land battles for subjugating the Chalukyas of
Andhra-Kannada area in South India.

In the age of Cholas, the whole of South India
was, for the first time ever, brought under a single
government. The Chola’s system of government was
monarchical, as in the Sangam age. However there
was little in common between the local chiefdoms of
the earlier period and the imperial like states of
Rajaraja Chola and his successors. The
administration of the Imperial Chola dynasty
assumed a high degree of complexity. The order of
the king was first communicated by the executive
officer to the local authorities. Afterwards the records
of the transaction was drawn up and attested by a
number of witnesses who were either local magnets
or government officers. The King was central
authority assisted by his ministers and other officers.
The king visited various parts of his kingdom and
always prepared to provide relief to the people. The
Chola Kingdom was divided into several provinces
called mandalams. Each province was governed by
the governors. The provinces were divided into
divisions called kottams. The divisions were further
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divided into district called nadus which were further
divided into Tehsil comprising a group of villages.

Thanjavur and later Gangaikonda Cholapuram
were the imperial capitals. However both
Kanchipuram and Madurai were considered to be
regional capitals in which occasional courts were
held. The king was the supreme leader and a
benevolent authoritarian. His administrative role
consisted of issuing oral commands to responsible
officers when representations were made to him. A
powerful bureaucracy assisted the king in the tasks of
administration and in executing his orders. Due to
the lack of a legislature or a legislative system in the
modern sense, the fairness of king’s orders dependent
on his morality and belief in Dharma. The Chola
kings built temples and endowed them with great
wealth. The temples acted not only as places of
worship but also as centres of economic activity,
benefitting the community as a whole. Some of the
output of villages throughout the kingdom was given
to temples that reinvested some of the wealth
accumulated as loans to the settlements. The temple
served as a centre for redistribution of wealth and
contributed towards the integrity of the kingdom.

The Chola administration was of a high standard
and well organized. In the words of V.A.Smith, “the
administration of Chola kingdom was highly
systemized and evidently had been organized in
ancient times.” The Kings personally appear very
rarely in the Chola period inscriptions. In a few
records pious donors instituted rituals producing
merit for the well-being or success of the king,
indicating that some localities were officially
concerned over the ruler’s illnesses or military
adventures. The uniqueness of the administration of
Cholas lies in its autonomy and self-sufficiency in
the field or village administration. The two
inscriptions of Uttiramerur constitute a great
landmark in the local self-government of that period
issued by the Parantaka I. the inscriptions were
issued in different periods like 919A.D and 921 A.D
at his 121 and 14™ regnal years. These are engraved
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on the wall or Vaikunta Temple of Uttiramerur at
Chingelpat district in Tamilnadu. There were
remarkable autonomy at the village level. Chola
officials participated in village administration more
as observers than as administrators. The Cholas are
best known for their local self-government at the
village level. There were three assemblies constituted
like the Ur, Sabha or Mahasabha and Nagaram. The
Ur was a general assembly of the village. It consisted
of all the tax-paying residents of an ordinary village.
The Alunganattar was the executive committee and
the ruling group of the Ur. The Ur open to all male
adults but it was dominated by the older members.
The Sabha was apparently an exclusively Brahmin
assembly of the Brahmadeya Villages. It had more
complex machinery, which functioned largely
through its committees called the variyams.

The Ur was clearly the commoner type of
assembly of the normal villages where the land was
held by all classes of people who were entitled to
membership in the local assembly. It contained of the
tax paying residents of a usual village. The session
and functions of the Ur assembly not as well
informed as of the Sabha. But it might assume that
the role of Ur in local administration. It was similar
to that of Sabha. In a huge township like Uttiramerur
where the Ur and the Sabha occurred side by side,
these arose a natural tendency for the Sabha energy
guide and regulate the actions of the Ur and it submit
eagerly to such supervision. The Ur had an executive
committee of its own which was called Alunganattar,
the ruling group. Henceforth, the Chola
administration was based upon democratic
principles. Major official activities were executed
through sabhas. The members of Sabhas were
elected from the people. Election to executive body
and other committees of the Ur and Sabha appears to
have been conducted by draw of lots from among
those who were eligible. The Nagaram was an
assembly of merchants and were found more usually
in the trading hubs.
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The Chola rulers had the superior hand in all
substances and the administrative power during that
period and it was additionally reorganized. Taxation
was well-organized through local development state
wide development. The territories administered by
Chola rulers showed about determined and virtuous
bureaucrats. Since they had occupied and well-
ordered many areas, they might have thought that
they could not openly regulate villages or taluks. So
they shaped local governments. Chola rulers should
be recollected for their important charities to
hierarchical local administration based on
independent ideologies.
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