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Abstract
Sense of belonging is examined through the experiences of the protagonist battling 
emotional and cultural dislocation in Amit Chaudhuri’s A New World. The novel 
highlights themes of homesickness, cultural identity, and the quest for a feeling 
of belonging in a distant country as it illustrates the difficulties of balancing 
traditional Indian ideals with the reality of living in a new nation. The novel tells 
the story of Jayojit’s journey from Calcutta to America, where he experiences a new 
way of life and cultural environment. Whether in the new house, the relationships, 
or the cultural identity, the character’s journey in America is a search for a 
sense of belonging. Jayojit’s emotional distance and pessimistic view highlight 
the challenges of adjusting to a new setting and the possibility of disappointment 
when confronted with the realities of diasporic life. A New World delves into the 
complicated experiences of diasporic belonging, exposing the intricacies of identity 
creation, cultural displacement, and the quest for a feeling of belonging in a foreign 
land. The article analyzes the sense of home in a foreign country and examines the 
power of remembering for Indian immigrants.  
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Introduction
Amit Chaudhuri explores the intricacies of 
immigrant experiences and the quest for a sense of 
belonging in a foreign country in his novel A New 
World. The novel, which is set in post-colonial India, 
examines issues of cultural adaptation, identity, and 
relocation. The difficulties of several cultural realms 
and attempting to feel at home in strange places are 
faced by Chaudhuri’s characters. The story depicts 
a complex tapestry of the immigrant experience, 

whether it is through the protagonist’s quest for self-
discovery or interactions with other immigrants.

A Sense of Belonging
The complexities of cultural assimilation and the 
desire for connection in a new setting are captured 
by Chaudhuri through detailed descriptions and 
complex characterizations. The narrative asks 
readers to consider their personal experiences of 
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being uprooted and the need for belonging that all 
people have. As narrator states  
	 “He felt somewhat conspicuous as he turned 
back; he didn’t know why…. Everyone else, 
whatever they look like, had somewhere to go, 
or seemed to; and if they were doing nothing or 
postponing doing something, as some of these people 
squatting by the pavement, who seemed to be in part-
time employment, were doing, it was for a reason” 
(Chaudhuri 52-53). 
	 The novel delves into the intricate nature of 
identity, belonging, and cultural adjustment within 
the framework of immigration. The journey of each 
character illustrate the complexities and subtleties 
of the immigrant experience, encouraging readers to 
reflect on their own views regarding home, belonging, 
and cultural identity. Jayojit’s ties to his homeland, 
especially Calcutta, emerge as a significant theme 
throughout the story, symbolizing his yearning for 
familiarity and a sense of belonging in the face of 
the challenges posed by a new environment. Jayojit’s 
relationship with home is complex and deeply rooted, 
expressed in various forms.
	 Jayojit frequently finds himself reflecting on 
his life in Calcutta, conjuring up vivid memories of 
significant places, people, and experiences. These 
nostalgic thoughts offer him comfort and solace in the 
midst of feeling disconnected in his new environment. 
For instance, he might envision the sights, sounds, 
and aromas of his childhood neighbourhood or recall 
treasured times spent with loved ones. Jayojit’s bond 
with home is also evident in his commitment to the 
cultural traditions and rituals from Calcutta. Whether 
it’s participating in festivals, cooking traditional 
meals, or following customs handed down through 
generations, these activities act as stabilizing forces 
that link him to his heritage and provide a sense of 
continuity amid transitions.
	 A New World features a varied ensemble of 
characters, each dealing with their own complexities 
while navigating the subtleties of cultural identity 
and the search for belonging. The main character, 
Jayojit, is a Bengali scholar who moves to England, 
reflecting the challenges of the immigrant journey as 
he struggles with feelings of dislocation, isolation, 
and cultural detachment in his new surroundings. 
Jayojit’s reflective character and inner turmoil 
provide a perspective through which the novel 

examines the themes of identity, loss, and the quest 
for belonging.
	 Jayojit’s passion for the Bengali language and 
its literature strengthens his ties to his homeland. He 
might find comfort in exploring works by Bengali 
writers or discussing his culture with other expatriates 
who share his linguistic heritage. Language serves as 
a way for him to maintain and showcase his cultural 
identity while living abroad. His friendships with 
other Calcutta expatriates also enhance his feeling 
of connection to home. Whether it’s participating in 
Bengali cultural events with friends or reminiscing 
about their shared experiences from their homeland, 
these social bonds offer him a sense of unity and 
belonging within a community of similar individuals.
	 Ultimately, Jayojit’s relationship with home is 
marked by a profound longing for familiarity and 
a sense of belonging that goes beyond physical 
location. Even though he tries to adjust to his new 
life in England, he clings to memories and traditions 
from Calcutta to maintain his identity and sense of 
self in an ever-evolving world.

Echoes of Home
Through Jayojit’s ties to home, Chaudhuri delves 
into the intricacies of cultural identity, belonging, and 
the lasting connections that link individuals to their 
origins, even amidst physical distance and cultural 
upheaval. Jayojit’s experience acts as a powerful 
reminder of the lasting influence of home and how 
it moulds our identity and sense of belonging in the 
larger world. In contrast to the more open views 
towards divorce in certain Western cultures, like the 
USA, where mutual understanding frequently results 
in amicable separations, traditional Indian societies 
often examine and engage in the personal matters of 
others.
	  Amit Chaudhuri’s novel A New World vividly 
illustrates this situation, as Jayojit’s parents, burdened 
by societal scrutiny, retreat from social engagements 
to protect themselves from judgment and rumours 
regarding their son’s divorce. Even though they are 
not responsible for the divorce, they struggle with a 
sense of guilt and seclusion.
	 A New World explores the theme of belonging 
through the perspective of family interactions. 
Chaudhuri’s story highlights the challenges of 
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moving between various cultural spheres. In essence, 
A New World provides a profound investigation into 
the shifting relationships within families and the 
blend of tradition and innovation. His depiction of 
conversations across generations and cultural sharing 
emphasizes the lasting importance of heritage and a 
sense of belonging in forming individuals’ identities 
in a constantly evolving society.
	 Chaudhuri adeptly portrays the complexities 
of Indian customs and family interactions, 
demonstrating how relationships are conveyed 
through nuanced gestures and roles. For example, 
the use of terms like ‘baba’ and ‘dadu’ to refer to 
relatives highlights the cultural practices of respect 
and hierarchy prevalent in Bengali households. Even 
during instances of emotional detachment, such as 
the unvoiced affection between Jayojit’s parents, 
their connection remains evident, emphasizing the 
deep-seated ties within traditional Indian families. 
	 As the story progresses, Jayojit’s experience 
represents the conflict faced by many diasporic 
Indians caught between their original culture and 
the temptation of a new life overseas. Similar 
to Jayojit, they contend with the intricacies of 
upholding dual identities while dealing with the 
obstacles of assimilation and finding a sense of 
belonging. Even though the prospect of a fresh start 
in Claremont, California is enticing, Jayojit’s return 
to India demonstrates a longing to reconnect with his 
heritage and maintain his cultural identity, echoing a 
prevalent feeling among diasporic communities.
	 Chaudhuri’s work goes beyond simple 
storytelling, exploring the intricate poetry found 
in daily life and the dynamic nature of human 
experience. His characters fluidly shift between past 
and present, memory and longing, as they navigate the 
uncertainties of life with deep authenticity. Through 
their journeys, Chaudhuri reveals the universal search 
for belonging and identity, providing profound 
reflections on the human experience and the lasting 
influence of cultural heritage amid the changes of 
modern life. Within the framework of belonging, 

these disjointed narratives set in contemporary urban 
environments create a striking.

Conclusion
In the end, Chaudhuri’s examination of city life 
compels readers to grapple with the ever-changing 
aspects of identity and belonging in today’s society. 
By acknowledging the disjointed character of 
modern life, his stories question conventional ideas 
of security and clarity, motivating readers to accept 
the uncertainty and intricacy that comes with the 
pursuit of belonging in the urban environment. The 
investigation of belonging in literature uncovers 
deep insights into what it means to be human, 
exploring the complex relationships of identity, 
connection, and cultural adjustment. Through the 
experiences of fictional characters, authors cross 
geographical, cultural, and historical boundaries, 
examining the universal pursuit of belonging that 
resonates powerfully with audiences. Whether 
dealing with cultural identity, social alienation, or 
familial challenges, these stories stimulate reflection 
and prompt readers to consider their own feelings of 
belonging.
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